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A Word From The President of Hosting Chapter 23, William Wolff, Jr.

I would like to thank all the good CCC
buddies who contributed a part of their CCC
lives to make these pages a memorable part of
our Golden Anniversary Year. The stories,
the pictures, and your monetary contributions
have been a most heart warming part in plan-
ning for the convention in Eagle River. If
perhaps, your picture or story did not make it
in these pages, I trust you will understand
that the number of pages had to be limited,
and the committee had to select from hun-
dreds of contributions.

I would also like to thank the officers
and members of Chapter 23 from the Rhine-
lander, Eagle River, St. Germain, Three
Lakes, Woodruff and Star Lake areas. You
are to be commended for the contribution of
time and energy expended for nearly two
years to make, not only this book, but more
important, our 50th Anniversary celebration a
never to be forgotten event.

I would also like to extend my appreciation to a multitude of other organizations that
helped make this event possible:

To the U.S. Forest Service, without whose assistance this commemorative event may very
well have been impossible. I’d especially like to thank the district and headquarters offices of the
Nicolet and Chequamegon National Forests.

To the Eagle River Chamber of Commerce, the student and faculty members of Nicolet
College, the U.S. Army representatives, the Wisconsin Christmas Tree Growers Association, the
Wisconsin Association of County Forests, the Wisconsin Forest History Association, the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and the Society of American Foresters. Chapter 23
is richer for having your friendly participation, guidance and cooperation.

To Trees For Tomorrow, a special salute must go to their staff for their continued support
in hosting the semi-annual reunions of Chapter 23, their cooperation in registering convention
delegates, for the publicity they have provided, and the invitations they sent to our State of
Wisconsin Representatives.

To the Chamber of Commerce, Park and Recreation Committee, and the business com-
munity of the City of Rhinelander for their help in making our dreams of a Wisconsin CCC
Museum become a reality, and to radio stations WOBT and WXPR, grateful acknowledgement
is extended for their promotional activities.

To the Rhinelander Stamp and Coin Club, for the artful and nostalgic Cachets produced
for this Forest Service/CCC Anniversary Year. They will be treasured by all who have an oppor-
tunity to obtain them.

To the director, the instructors, and the trainees from the Blackwell Job Corps Conserva-
tion Center. Our special thanks for your assistance in building our Wisconsin CCC Museum.

To Representative Jim Holperin, we wish to express our sincere appreciation for the time
you have given us from your busy schedule. Your efforts have resulted in Governor Earl pro-
claiming:

<¢1983, The Year of the Civilian Conservation Corps in the State of Wisconsin”’

Your efforts are recognized by the more than two million CCC veterans still among us
throughout America.

To the Vilas County News-Review and the Rhinelander Daily News, we cannot thank you
enough for the honest and accurate reporting of our Anniversary Planning events.
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If one had to point to one unique element in planning to make this 50th Anniversary Con-
vention a success, it would have to be that eight out of ten of the fine people who have worked
with us these past nine months were not yet born when the CCC program was founded in 1933.
The interest and appreciation you have demonstrated for what we, as CCC “‘boys”” left beind 50
years ago, is a fine tribute to your generation, and we, now Senior Americans, love you for what
you have done for us.

Thanks — for helping us with the memories.

William ““Bill”> Wolff, Jr., President
Wisconsin Chapter 23, NACCCA

OATH OF ENROLLMENT

(Upon entering the CCC, each enrollee subscribed to the following oath.
It is a contract between the enrollee and the U.S. Government, and
should be lived up to in each respect.)
| PIEASA SRS bo RN solemnly swear that the information
given above as to my status is correct. I agree to remain in the
Civilian Conservation Corps for the period terminating at the
discretion of the United States between unless
sooner released by proper authority, and that 1 will obey those
in authority and observe all the rules and regulations thereof to
the best of my ability and will accept such allowances as may be
provided pursuant to law and regulations promulgated pursuant
thereto. I understand and agree that any injury received or
disease contracted by me while a member of the Civilian Con-
servation Corps cannot be made the basis of any claim against
the government, except such as I may be entitled to under the
act of September 7, 1916, and that I shall not be entitled to any
allowances upon release from camp, except transportation in
kind to the place at which I was accepted for enrollment. I
understand further that any articles issued to me by the United
States Government for use while a member of the Civilian Con-
servation Corps are, and remain, property of the United States
Government and that willful destruction, loss, sale or disposal
of such property renders me financially responsible for the cost
thereof and liable to trial in the civil courts. I understand fur-
ther that any infraction of the rules or regulations of the
Civilian Conservation Corps renders me liable to expulsion
therefrom. So help me God. :
From: ‘“Your CCC Handbook For Enrollees” Happy Days
Publishing Co., Inc., Washington, D.C.




Ken Elliott — One of a Kind

If retirement is really anything like Ken Elliott knew it, none of us would ever want to
retire. During his thirteen years of retirement from the U.S.D.A. Forest Service, Ken was as
energetically active as ever. What most of us would call work, Ken would accept as life, and en-
joy every bit of it. Whatever he tackled, he conveyed that enthusiasm and vibrant interest which
motivated others.

He was tireless in his efforts to support the cause of forestry, the Forest Service, the CCC’s,
the Forest History Association, and Trees For Tomorrow. He died while working on the
Rhinelander CCC Museum.

Ken was never an actual enrollee in the CCC’s. Yet he pursued the interest of the CCC
alumni with full dedication and devotion. Few people remember that he was a Forest Service
foreman during the CCC’s days. To Ken, that was close enough to being right in there, and
hence he supported the program 100 percent.

The goals of the CCC and the goals of Ken Elliott paralleled each other so closely, that it
was only natural the two should have met. After his retirement, he sought to further the goals by
making sure the next generations wouldn’t forget the accomplishments of the CCC. His selfless
activities will be long remembered.
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Back row, left to right: Nancy Pophal, Herman Smith, Walter Goldsworthy, Harry Lee, Al Barden, Randy Riley.
Second row, left to right: Carol L’Herault, Katherine Lehor, Lorraine Stelzel, Grace Applin, Joe Ustymowicz, Rev.
Gerritt Mouw, Dave Wester, Sym Terhune. Front row, left to right: Frank Haubry, Sgt. John Swinford, Frank
Stelzel, Roland Applin, William Wolff, Jr., Robert L. Moore, Frank Soraci.

50th Anniversary Convention Committee

The Trees For Tomorrow group, whose help has made the 50th Anniversary of the CCC and U.S. Forest a success.
Standing left to right: Mark Peterson, Art Belter, Sharon Gebhardt and Mark Fries. Seated from left to right are:
Tony Lukasko, Klaus Neumann, Erica Peterson and Henry Haskell.
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NACCCA OFFICERS

The members of Chapter 23 salute the elected and appointed officers, the National Head-
quarters staff, our Alumni founders and Chapter Presidents, for their letters of encouragement
and offers of help. To Vice President Wayne Foster, who was named by President Vermette to
act as special convention coordinator, our special thanks for all the assistance you gave us in true

CCC tradition.

Marcel Paul Vermette — President

Wayne Foster — Vice President
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The beginning of the CCC, FDR signing the Emergency Work Act of 1933, Photo cont. by Engenc C. Jurkowski.




From the beginning . . ..

In 1933, the newly elected President Roosevell faced a nation bankrupt in both money and
morale. He found himself responsible for a country of endless soup lines, countless unemployed,
and innumerable homeless families. The nation needed, and received, a president equal to the task
of combatting the Great Depression.

During his first hundred days as president, FDR produced many programs that were designed
to assist a desperate people in their fight to survive the troubled economic times. On March 21,
1933, he delivered a message to Congress saying, *°l propose to creale a Civilian Conservation
Corps to be used in simple work, not interfering with normal employment, and confining itself to
forestry, the prevention of soil erosion, flood control, and similar projects, I eall your attention to
the fact that this type of work is of definite, practical value, not only through the prevention of
great financial loss, but also as a means of creating future national wealth."

Within ten days, FDR signed the Emergency Work Act, which created the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps, (the CCC or the C’s as its enrollees referred to it). He immediately appointed Robert
Fechner, a labor union leader, as its director and instructed the departments of Labor, War,
Agriculture, and Interior to cooperate with the new director. Together, they recruited millions of
young men for a peacetime army to build truck roads, develop parks, fight fires, plant trees, and
generally work on any task asked of them.

Today, the CCC is recognized as one of the most successful depression day programs imitiated
by President Roosevelt. From the program’s conception in 1933, to its end in 1943, it enrolled
elose to three million young men, WW1 veterans, native Americans, and locally enlisted men.
These men came from across the country, ready and willing 1o work. x

The CCC was established without the creation of any new government agencies. The Depart-
ment of Labor was assigned the task of administering the enrollment of youths into the program.
Enrollees were locally selected by their county supervisors or by a local organization, and then
were referred through their State Selection agent to the War Department.

The War Department then gave the necessary medical exa minations. Those who were rejected
received their fare back home. Those who were aceepted were organized into companies, clothed,
fed, and conditioned for manual labor. As the program progressed, the Army filled these needs at
the enrollees® assigned camps. The Army was also assigned to the construction, operation, and
maintenance of the work camps.

The Departments of Agriculture and Interior were charged with the direction of work pro-
jects. They also coordinated work projects on state and private lands. The U.5. Forest Service, a
divizion of the Agriculture Department, performed work on Mational Forests, coordinated and -
checked work done on state and private lands, and assisted the Tennessee Valley Authority. It was
also responsible for work done in the territories of Alaska and Puerto Rico.

The National Park Service executed work on Mational Parks and Monuments, and supervised
projects on Hawaii and on state parks. The U.5. Veterans’ Administration selected veterans for
the CEC and the Department of Treasury, through the Bureau of Health, looked after the
enrollees’ health,

The governmental departments’ major concern was to provide the men with an opportunity
to work, and thus, with an opportunity to earn an income. As most of the men were from the
cities, and as the peer group atmosphere of the camp was often tough to survive in for the weak or
the inexperienced, an enrollee who arrived at camp as a boy, usually left camp a man.

Today's generations owe a debt of gratitude to these young men of the CCC. The hard
working CCC crews gave them forests, campgrounds, bathhouses, trails, roads, beaches, and the
CCC Spirit. From the ranks of the CCC came future governors, civil representatives, and citizens
that helped make America what it is today.

These men, instilled with pride for their country back in the 1930s and 40s, remember that
their country came to help them when they were hungry and looking for work, They rememberad
their country when it asked them to risk their lives and fight in WWIIL; and fifty years after the
birth of the CCC, they stand again, ready to serve their country in any way that they can.
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The military setting of a CCC camyp, typlified by Camp Reedsburg, Calif., was the scene early rookies of the CCC
found upon arriving al camp. Photo contribated by Edwin W, Jastrow,

Introduction and Orientation, Fort Sheridan, [L — 1933, As many as 2,000 men per day were processed here. Photo
contributed by Walter Graichen.
14
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Upper photo: The COC “*boys™' of Camp Pine River, Wis., line up for retreal. Photo contribufed by Ruymaond Staral,
Lower photo: The men of Company 1709, Pitishurg, Kansas, demonstrate the World War [ surplus clothing they were

given. Notice that some of the men had not yet received their complete uniform. Photo contributed by Brian W,
Ml Mains.,
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Together we lived

In order to fully comprehend the lifestyle of a CCC camp, one must have experienced it.
History of this sort is better related by an enrollee than by anvone else.

Donald I. Farrar, a former member of the Moose River Camp, Glidden, Wis., related his
story for use in this book:

The year was 1933, in the heart of the Greai Depression, when I graduated from
high school. Prior to the Depression, most children had only an eighth grade education.
With no jobs for men, how could a 14-year-old expect to get a job? As a result, we were
sent 1o high school. Things looked dismal for months following graduation until
Franklin Delano Roosevelt initiated the Civilian Conservation Corps for unemployed
young men. I applied and gualified, and with great anticipation, this city boy was sent
out into the woods of northern Wisconsin. The camp | went to, Moose River Camp, was
the second camp established in the state. Upon arrival, we found that the camp barracks
were not completed. Two hundred and four of us slept in tents through Movember
waiting for the barracks to be completed.

We were issued clothing that was World War I surplus. It included heavy woolen
coats and outerwear that was warm and durable. Each man was responsible for the care
and laundering of his own clothes. We used water that was carried from a nearby spring
in wooden buckets. These buckets also served as washtubs and bathtubs until the comple-
tion of our permanent buildings.

Salaries were 830 per month, of which $25 went home to help the family and $5 was
given to cach fellow as his spending money for the month. With this $5, we bought shav-
ing supplies, toothpaste, stamps, an occasional candy bar, and cigarettes. That didn't
leave much for an infrequent ten mile trip into town, An old, beat up truck got us to a
Saturday night dance or a Sunday church service. At the dances, the girls were the
minority, and they could pick the Fellows they wanted to dance with, Needless 1o say,
most of us were broke long before the next 35 was due. It was a good lesson in economy
and budgeting,

As time passed and our barracks were completed, our camp took on the odors of
kerosene, sweaty woolen clothing, and wet boots. Bunks lined the barracks’ walls and we
were each given one. We had straw mattresses on our bunks and woolen blankets that
would send up a cloud of dust with each movement. Under each leg of the bunks we put a
Mason jar lid filled with kerosene. The kerosene was used as a trap for the bedbugs that
were on their way up or down the legs of the bunks. During one night, a violent storm oc-
curred. The roof over my bunk leaked so badly that [ was forced to abandon it and sit on
a bench the rest of the night. That miserable night, however, was rewarded with the best
breakfast that I ever ate: eges, bacon, fried potatoes, pancakes, bread and butter, coffee,
milk, cake, and pie.



Upper left: Enrollees by bar-
racks al camp near Redding,
Calif. Photo contributed by
Herron V. Dawson.

Upper right: The inside of the
barracks ai camp. Photo con-
tributed by Ravmond Staral.
On rdight: The Camp Redding
recreation aren. Phole conir-
buted by Herron V. Dawson.
Botiom: Inside ithe mess hall of
Camp Estabrook. Photo con-
iributed by Mrs. A. Kerman.




The fondest memories of camp life are often memories of the camp mess hall, A number of
former CCCers sent in copies of menus and described what their meals were like. One former
CCCer wrote:

I remember my first breakfast (April 1934) in CCC company 734, located then on
top of a hill at Big Springs State Park. We had fried eges for breakfast. They had a thick
crust of soot on them and 1 was still scraping the soot off when the work bell rang. But
the chow got better, [ don't remember seeing, or knowing of, anyone who had ever skip-

ped chow,

Life in a CCC camp wasn’t just working and eating. Enrollees were given the opportunity Lo
further their education, learn leathercraft, and practice a variety of vocational skills.

For many of the young men, the CCC was a place to practice skills they couldn’t afford to
pursue any other way. Below is an example of CCC art, drawn in 1934, of the original Mountain
Camp commanding officer, Capt. G.A. Davis. The picture is by Bill Lange, who had to drop out
of college, where he was majoring in commercial arts. He also did all the artwork for the Moun-
tain Camp newspaper.
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The camps also taught the young men how to live and cooperate with other men. As with any
history, the camps were not always the law abiding, peaceful camps that history text books
remember, In Perry H, Merrill’s book, “*Roosevelt's Tree Army™’, he relates the story of a North
Carolina enrollee:

Three very vivid experiences stand out in my mind while at this camp:

1. The bedbug invasion that swept the camp in 1933, No one was exempted from
this and it took about two months of extensive Tumigation of both humans and buildings
to clear up the problem.

2. The near lynching of the Mess Sergeant when 1t was discovered that he was buving
spoiled meat that was crawling with worms and serving it at meals. It took the xxx county
sheriff force to stop this uprising.

3. The invasion of the camp on Saturday nights by the ‘ladies of the night" from the
fred light”™ districts of xx and xxx.
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A Kangaroo court prepares (o levy justice on a misbehaving CCCer, Photo contributed by U5, Forest Service,

Discipline for the camps was provided by a trial juried by fellow camp members. If an
enrollee refused to proceed with the trial, it was sometimes up to the camp commander o levy
punishment. The following excerpt is from a March, 1934 newspaper, the Green Bay Gazette:
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Claiming they were dishonorably discharged vesterday without a fair trial, 34
Civilian Conservation Corps workers from Camp Mountain, about 75 miles north of
here, arrived here at 6 o°clock last night and voiced their grievances while waiting for the
midnight train which would take them to Chicago, where a number of them live.

That they were dishonorably discharged was confirmed todav in a telephone conver-
sation with Lieut. D.M. Parkis, commandant at Camp Mountain. He said, however, that
the youths were given the chance of a trial, the coniroversy hinging on the matter of
working in allegedly bad weather, but that they had refused, giving the commandant no

other course of action.

Enrollees were taught first aid, safety with tools, housekeeping, how to plan a diet, and other
essentials for living in society. Many went on after the CCC to enlist in a military branch and ser-
ved their country during WWII. To this day their work and lives have been a benefit to all

Americans.

The CCC’s Prayer

The First Week In Camp

Mow 1 lay me down to sleep,
1 pray the Lord my soul to keep.
Grant no other C.C. take

My shoes and socks before T wake.

Lord, guard me while I snore,
And keep my bed upon the floor,
May the springs not sag nor break,
And let me down before I wake.
Keep me safely in vour sight,
And grant no fire-drill tonight.
And in the morning let me wake,
Breathing scents of sirloin steak.
God, protect me in my dreams,

And make this better than it seems.

Grant the time shall swiftly fly,
When myself shall rest on high,
In a snowy feather bed,
Where [ long to rest my head.
Far away from all these scenes,

From the smell of half-done beans,

Take me to my home once more,
Where my girl waits at the door.

Where the cold wind never blows,
And the women wash the clothes.

Take me back, 1"l promise then,
MNewver to leave home again.

Six Months Later

Our father, who art in Washington,
Please, dear Father, let me stay,
Do not drive me now away.

Wipe away my scalding tears,

And let me stay a couple of vears.

Please forgive me all my past,

And let me stay here to the last.

Do not spurn my humble pleas,

But let me stay in the CCOC's,

By Robert “‘Rosy'" Pulien,
Writlen in April, 1937,
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Upper photo: The entrance to Camp Pine River, Wis. The camp was located near Three Lakes. Photo contributed by

Raymond Staral.
Lawer photo: The COC camp near Elimsport, Pa, Photo contribuied by Edward B, Stevens,

i |



We worked,
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View of 1934 plantation, north of Indian Springs Campground, Wis, Photo contributed by U5, Forest Service,

The men of the CCC were required 1o do varied work. For them no job was too big or too
small. They fought fires, built roads and bridges, constructed bathhouses, mapped park trails,
laid power lines, planted trees, stocked fish in lakes and streams, barttled insects and performea

hundreds of other necessary tasks. Carl F. Lohrengel relates the work of his company, #726 of
California:

The work of Company 726 was varied: rodent control, building tourist campsites,
widening roads, which sometimes called for blasting out rock and tree stumps. Among
our senior foremen were prospectors and miners who really knew how to handle
dynamite.

We started building a house for the local forest ranger. We had to stop on the house
to move our camp 50 miles up the highway to Colesville. In order to move the bathhouose
we had to widen a bridge to accommodate the two trucks which towed the house,

We cut 12*" pines to provide the beam the house rested on. An old two-wheel trailer
(with solid tires) supported the rear of the house, The front rested on two trucks, The
truck drivers did a terrific job of maintaining an even speed.

The bathhouse was safely moved and set in place. We were fortunate enough 1o
have good springs in our area, At the ranger’s house, we boxed in a spring on a hillside
and brought a two inch pipeline down to the house. Up until then, they had used a well.
Likewise, at both campsites we were able to box in springs and run two inch pipelines
with plenty of pressure for our needs.
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The men from camps 726 and 727 of California, widening a road le accommodate the extra width of two trucks. The
picture on ihe right shows the compantes moving bathhouse aver bridge. Photo contributed by Carl F, Lobrengel.
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A iruck convoy heads out of Redding, Calif. Photo contributed by Herron V. Dowson.
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““The forest fire which stared at our sawmill (left) in the Rockford, 5.1, camp. We got it under control after some of
us slmast bast our lives when the wind changed. "™ --Albert B. Hopkins

“0ur COC boys al work on the big syphon we built to connect two irrigation canals in the Bell Fourth irrigation
system, near Bell Fourth, South Dakoto. This concrete syphon replaced an ancient one of wood. I'min the piciure —
someplace,” --Albert B. Hopkins
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The CCCers of northern Wisconsin often found themselves checking water
bountiful lakes. Photo contributed by Art Bird.

ins

had the advaniage of ““modern muchinery”™ o assisl them in the lay-

The men from Company 1601, Woeodruff, Wis.,
ing of fish shelters. Photo confributed by Warren Barretl,
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pkins

d by the men in Crystal Lake Camp. Contributed by Joe T. Miotek.
as these men found oat. Pholo coniributed by Howard Kroeger.
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Left: A gravel crusher use
Right: Sometimes work just wonldn't go righi,
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Work crew planting irees while stutioned at Camp 787,

Forest educational group with one of the C0Cs counting an
tributed by John A, Allen.
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Members of the CCC at work plunting trees. Phoio contributed by 1.5, Service,

e

Chippewn National Forest, near Schley, Minn. Photo coniri-
buted by John A, Allen.

nual rings in an increment borer spécimen. Photo con-
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A 1.5, Forest Servhoe truck on its way 1o the field, Photo contributed by U.S. Forest Service,

Bob Hancock tells his story as a truck driver:

In the brief vear that I invested in the CCC, it seems that there was a lifetime of ex-
periences, all interesting and new to me. One of the most enjoyable was as a truck driver,
hauling a truckload of enrollees 45 miles to San Diego on a Friday night for their
weekend at home. It was uncomfortable riding in the back of those trucks but the only
complaint on these trips was that the truck speed was governor-controlled and wouldn't
go faster than 35 m.p.h. and was slower than that up hills. The complaining was
minimized by the fact that most of the trip toward San Diego was downhill.

No Badge for
“Kitchen Police”

In order to maintain a OCC camp, it i eecessary b somn
enrofless perform special duties in addition to the work o6 the
probect on which that camp & engaged. Such duties ingluds 1base
needed for operation of the camp kilchen in the preparation of
food and the maintenance of cheanliness and senitation in the ki-
chen and 1he mess Ball.

In some camps, enrollées are assigned 1o sudh duties per-
mamendly. In other camps, 21l enrofless slasd “'ilchen police." as
durty in the Kitchen has heen fermed. [ short peericds of lime,
each enrallee getting his turn, Oaher special daties include such
work As repairing or maintaining barracks, keeping the amp
grounds chean and sanitary, working as night waichnsn or karine
arderly, Supervision of such work Falls 1o leaders and assistan!
leaders who perform this job under ditection of the cosnpanry
cranmander.

From, Ve GO0 Handbook For Eprotiers™ Haoppy D
Prhiishing O, fre. Washingran, 000, (Balivon Comment — W,
B
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Photos from upper left hand corner, clockwise: Michigan COCers fighting a fire about 60 miles west of Rapid River.

Photo contributed by Frank H. Munger.

CCCers resting at the Mirror Plalean Fire al Pelican Cove, Yellowsione Park. Photo contributed by Bill Wolf.

Smoke — the first warning of a forest fire — was the subject the CCC towermen looked for, Phoie contributed by

.5, Forest Service. (
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O forest fire fighters batiling a blaze in the Medford District, in the Chequamegon National Forest. Photo con-
tributed by U5, Forest Servicg.

An article, reprinted from the Three Lakes (Wisconsin) News, May 25, 1936, describes the i
CCC's role in forest fire fighting: e |

CCC Furnishes Eyes for Woods

One hundred feet above the ground, CCC boys now act as the eves of the U5, i
Forest Service. Boys from farms and city streets have been placed in lookout towers to ;
give the first warning when any sign of a forest fire is seen.
Two boys are usually placed together for lookout duty and take turns in the towers
watching for smoke to appear above the tops of the trees.
When a “‘smoke’ is first seen, that may have resulted from a carelessly thrown
cigarette or an abandoned camp fire, the CCC boys in the tower determine its direction
and locate it on their map. Two minutes are allowed to do this, and to report to the
ranger. The boys on the other nearby towers are telephoned, who in turn endeavor to
sight the smoke and report the exact location.
As long as the smoke can be seen, the towermen send in frequent reports. They keep
the ranger's office informed as to the color of the smoke, the spread af the fire, and the
direction of the wind. They know that their line (of fellow CCCers) with tools and water
pumps are arriving on the fire scene. These boys are their camp mates and they depend
on the boys in the tower to see and report the fire before it reaches large proportions,
Five minutes after a CCC camp is notified of the forest fire, the boys are required to
be in trucks that are ready to leave. The fighting of a forest fire has become as systemized
as the work of a city fire department.
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The St. Croix Sand Pit shows another of (he COC"s val
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Joe Mauceri, Brooklyn, MN.Y ., submitted this article from the Happy Days 1936 that relates
the feeling felt across the country for the CCC boys' contributions in forest fire fighting:

Last week records in the office of ECW Director Robert Fechner revealed that the
CCC had expended nearly 3,000,000 man-days of labor fighting forest fires during the
three years and three months of their existence. Since then, one of the worst fires of re-
cent times kept hundreds of CCC men busy in the Lake States forests, not to count those
in California and the south wha were on the job a good share of the time.

This week's news savs that these Michigan and Wisconsin and Minnesota men are
headed back to their camps, the fires are out. But, this week too, brings word of forest
fires in Glacier National Park, the first, it was thought, in its history. The Teport to
Washington says, ““All available COC enrollees are working on the blaze.” When this
fire is over, we are sure, there will be reports from Glacier similar to reports from Isle
Royale and the woods of Minnesota, “They are the best fighters on the line!®

Naturally, CCC men, new to the forest do not at first, have the technique of forest
fire fighting displayed by those men of the communities who make a living of fighting
forest fires, at so much per hour. But the CCC has a willingness and enough zest for the
excitement that they more than make up for their lack of experience. Fire fighting to
them is not so much money per hour, as it is to the many who are paid, hired fighters,
Fire fighting to the average CCC man is quite a serious job, as serious as marching
through France was to the thousands of men of their age in 1917,

ried work programs, Photo contributed by Howard E. Krueger.



The upper photo is Mondovi, Wis. area before the COC worked on the soi

same seene after the CCCers of Camp Gilma

| erasion problem. The bottom photo is the
nton correcled the erosion problem, Pholes contributed by Sam Greshay.

3l



The work projects that the CCC did last today, as seen in this excerpt from the Devils Lake
Wisconsin State Park brochure:

| Devils Lake State Park was purchased by the State of Wisconsin in 191 1, the fourth
arca designated as a state park for the use and enjoyment of its peaple and, although
many improvements were made, the popularity of the park increased much Faster than
the construction of park facilities, Therefore, when the CCC Camp Devils Lake was
established in July, 1935, a work program was set up which involved the reconstruction
of existing and the construction of many new park facilities and structures,

: A review of some of the work accomplished to date, together with a few of the
outstanding events which took place, indicates that Camp Devils Lake and its enrolled
and supervisory personnel had led an active and pleasant life, resulting in many park im-
provements, and in the moral, physical, and personal edification of the personnel
themselves.

During the vear of 193§, the following projects were com pleted: January, National
Park Service garage, tool room and repair shop; April, construction of public camp-
grounds on north end of lake started: May, consiruction of bathhouse started, This
building was the first large structure approved for construction by the CCC in Wisconsin
State Parks, and was opened Tor public use in June, 1937,

s T S [
the lake's north shore s it was being constructed and as it stands teday. Photo

Devils Lake State Park bathhouse on
contributed by Myrlen C. Knuleson.
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Lake

Upper photo: The completed bathhouse at
Deevils Lake State Park.

Right: A CCCer helps move rock from a
park trail.

Bottem: The lwandry building a1 Devils
Lake. Photos on this page contributed by
Myrlen C. Knuieson.
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At Camp Starved Rock, Company 1609,

they had 1o haul bogs and fimber by barge 1o

the bridge that they were building. Pictures

from wpper left as described by Edwin W,

Jastrow, their coordinator;

L. Entrance sign to our camp, of which we
WETE Yery proud.

. Here we are taking logs to the bridge we
were building,

3. The bridge we built over Small Canyon.

4. The barge had sunk om ws and Wi Wene
getling it to Moat again,

| Y e e, e T i
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We remember,

TR

Shelter that Company 1609 built in Starved Rock Siale Park, TIl. Photo cont. by Edwin Zastrow,

The accomplishments of the CCC are many. Yet, in 1942, the program was halted as America
| became involved in WWIL Afier the war the CCC became unnecessary as the country was Pros-
pering, In tribute to the men of the Civilian Conservation Corps stand the fire towers, the parks,
the forests, and the countless other projects that they completed, What remains are the memaories
of learning, fraternity, working and accomplishment. In the pages to come are anecdotes former
CCCers remember about the Corps,
I Bartholomen R, Scott, formerly of Co. 3202, Sherburne, N.Y., wrote:

| I have always considered the one year that [ spent at Sherburne, N.Y_, 2z one of the (
‘ best periods of my life. I started as an enrollee with a pick and shovel in a gravel pit, 1
soon became a steady K.P.: Army and Forester Orderly, K.P. chaser, and eventually [
was sent to cooking and baking school, I recejved instructions for duty as first cook,
assistant baker, and mess steward. 1 functioned in my own camp as a second cook. Later,
I saw detached duty at Fort Dix, N.Y.

[ learned a trade in the CCC, which in my early years served me well, both in civilian
life and when I enlisted in the 1J.5. Merchant Marines during WWII,
| While in the CCC, T received discipline, worked hard, learned how to eet along with
I others, developed a personal pride, knew patriotism, and broadened my life in many
other ways. The CCC did a lot for me and tor my country,

Colonel Walter Killilae, U.5.A., Ret., formerly of Co. 2335, Wavnesboro, Pa., wrote:

In the summer of 1939, I was a 24-year-old First Licutenant in the Army Reserve,
just completing my first year of command, The command was of the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps, Co. 2335 at Camp 5C5-4, Waynesboro, Pa. [ enjoyed my work. It was dif-

£
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ferent from the year I had spent with the regular Army, there were no weéapons — just
shovels, saws, and other tools. Mor were there any articles of war and the consequent
court martials. Discipline was maintained through personal effort rather than by rule or
law. As company commander, I was responsible for the administration of the company
including pay, clothing, housing, food, and generally looking after the welfare of the two
hundred men under my command.

The using service in the camp, the Soil Conservation Service, actually worked the
men five days a week. The Army District Commander, a regular Army Colonel, rarely
visited the camp, but his representative, a reserve Captain, inspected the company once a
month to see that records were kept properly, that funds were expended in accordance
with regulations, and that evervthing in general was in order. Visits by the inspector were
not viewed as pleasurable experiences.

I left the CCC in the summer of 1940, and went back on active duty with the Army.
In 1941, T was commissioned in the regular Army. The administrative experience, as well
as the leadership technigues 1 learned in the CCC, served me well in the Army and I look
at my three years in the CCC as a very worthwhile period of my life.

Jack M. Tauf, formerly of Camp Germfask, Company 3626 wrole:

One night in the winter of 1937-38, after lights out, our fire guard was making his
rounds. He was attending 1o the stoves in the barracks and checking to see that all was
well.

When he left, however, he didn’t pull the door hard enough to latch it. Suddenly,
someone saw [wo red eyes coming into the barracks and let out the yell, “WOLF!™”

The lights were turned on and there, standing in the center of the room, was a huge,
gray, timber wolf. Mo one had to say a word — we all jumped for the rafters and started
to yell.

Mike, our camp's pet shepherd, came running in, took one look at the wolfl and
went after it, The wolf took off out of the barracks and went across the ice of the
Manistique River.

I.uﬁ-fl’ a fine teeth Camb — We Aeed Helg o the
“Mrl.‘c cepad 1IN the l'iai'i:.h‘ 'tﬁ's, me

What About Inspections?

You may gei an idea that OCC camps are the mosl irspeciod
places vou ve ever been an. You'll prababdy be correct, There are
Aaily imapections by company ol Theers of barracks, squipment and

machinery. There are ather inspections each week by company of -

ficers, of clothing and persomal equipment. During ke msanth
thire may be imspoctars Trom sab-district of sectar, from dissrict
hegdauarters, rom  corps  area  headguarers, or  from
Waskingtan. The purpose of these inspections is 1o maintain sach
camp in the “pink"" of aperation and maintesano:,

The technical services have thidr gwn inspecions, who chegk
up on 1be progress of the conservation work being dane, on
eqaipment and om tbeir fizld personnel. Inspectors warking per-
sanaliy ander 1be divecior af the COC also visit (be camps al in-
lervals, The dircerar, his assisgants, asd Wazhingros officials of
I War Department and tke varisgs technical services also visit
b camps.

Freani: *"Vowe OOC Handhook For Eneoaliees ™ Moy Dajs
Prebfistviag Co,, M, Weshingion DL fBaiaos Coslmmend — B
walir)
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Roscoe Mosteller, formerly of Co. 3409, Salisbury, N.C., wrote:

This story stands out big in my memories, and I would like to share it with others, [
have sent a copy of (he story as it appeared in the CCC monthly journal, in 1937:

Rabbit Quest is Good for Crew, but Tough on Foreman

A quest after scampering rabbits that wasn®t exactly futile ended painfully for
Foreman Craver, Co. 3409, Salisbury, N.C. Craver watched at first as his crew abandon-
ed work in favor of hunting rabbits by hand, Finally, carried away with the exciternent of
the chase, Craver joined his men,

For upward of an hour, and all through the lunch period, the bunnies took a
beating. Then back to work wen| the hunters. The foreman thought it over from the
shade of a hickory tree and finally decided that there'd be no harm in giving the men
another half hour, after work, and before the trucks went back to camp,

After all, they might even catch enough of the fleet-fooded carrot-eaters to treat the
whole company. These men entered the plan wholeheartedly and the chase was an once
more. The bunnies seemed to mult iply right beneath their eves. They ran with such fervor
that when a final checkup was made, 27 rabbits were counted. Which was good for the
mess but still tough on Foreman Craver.

He fell over a pile of rocks chasing an especially fat one and broke his leg.

The CCC men someiimes took advantage of the abundant wildlife near their camps to help spruce up the dinner talhle,

Photo contributed by the Rhinelander, Wis, COC Musetim,
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Archie Moore, Tormerly of Camp 3760, Poplar Bluff, Mo., and former light-heavyweight
champion wrote:

The word motivation itself signifies action, and action is a stimulant, when applied.
Action was the personification of the greater portion of activities at our camp in the
Depression years. Forestry work, building roads, sports, and character building made the
months fly; boys grew into men.

Captain Ralph Parks, the commanding officer of our company, fined me two
dollars out of the five dollars, my enrollee wage per month. Also the Captain, aware of
my gladiatorial potentials, promised to fine me 50 cents, if he saw me fighting other
camp workers, [ had recently struck one of my camp buddies over a trivial matter. This
man I remember well, he was Harry Chitwood who, a few days back, sent me a most hand-
some photo. The lovely letter stated they were well and indeed prosperous, but above all,
they appeared very happy. However, Harry did not mention our small dispute in 1934,

The three C's was and still is, in my humble opinion, one of the greatest youth con-
cepts devised by the government, Far more effective than the dozen or so on-going pro-
grams of today, some of which took the E out of effort, the C out of care, and the R out
of responsibility,

Edward I. Rosen, formerly of Co. 1273, N.J1., wrote:

After being assigned to this agricultural unit, | noticed that most Polish-American
boys were hard working. From this hard work came their physical strength. I was the
company clerk in our CCC outfit. Ray came to me for advice and help. 1 encouraged him
to stay in the kitchen, with the idea of striving for the First Cook's job, Ski (Ray) listened
somberly. Sure enough, the youngster began his climb up the ladder, Step by step, pro-
motion after promotion, Ray finally reached the top as the Senior Cook.

Our New Jersey CCC orchard was plump with apples and cherry trees. Ski loved
making pies for the enrollees, after they had picked the fruits. His apple pies were un-
forgettably delicious.

When WWII arrived, our boss cook was the first leader to be drafted. Ray had vow-
ed, once in the Army, he would stay out of a kitchen forever. That was over 30 years ago.

Three full decades later, T was casually strolling through Radio City. | had a job
nearby. My work for the day was completed. A new Mexican restaurant somehow caught
my eve. It appealed to my eating adventure. The waiter seemed extraordinarily polite and
very persuasive. | obliged him and ordered the chef’s special. 1 attacked it ravenously.
Delicious, 1 thought, but very familiar, Where had I tasted this food before, I didn't
recall. Then the apple pie arrived. At the first bite, I swallowed very hard. The pie had
barely gone down when, with great excitement, I shouted, “SKI!"

Raymond emerged from his kitchen — grinning from ear to ear. Then he laughed.
Despite that interval of about 30 years, my old CCC buddy had recognized me as I was
entering his establishment.
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The “boya™ from Camp Crystal Lake, Wis., snwing wood by hand. Photo contributed by Joe Miotek,

Raymond Burr, the actor, wrote:

I'm glad to be here with all of you from the old CCC days. I'm happy to be a part of
this gathering, a gathering of one of the most unique groups in America’s history, the
alumni of the Civilian Conservation Corps.

I'm proud to say that I think the C's, during the time I was in it, gave me my first
real direction in life and probably all of the opportunities that came to me th roughout the
last 40 years.

I know that you, too, are proud to be from the COC, This pride unites all of us. This
pride unites all of ys in just one common bond, The bond that brings back memories of
old friends, memories of strange times, interesting times, and zood times.

Of course, the Civilian Conservation Corps has given us the common bond of shar-
ing one of the most profound working ideals that ever touched America’s soul and irs
land. This idea took young men out from all walks of life and united them as one. Today,
it could take young men and women and unite them in friendship and in work,

It taught us the meaning of hard work and pride of achievement. Combined with
hard work, this ideal produced everlasting monuments, tributes to the men of the CCC.

Mid-America, Chapter 11 Remembers the CCC

Besides the numerouys letters with anecdotes, we recelved countless notes from around the
country indicating that the men of the CCC do remember. From Minnesota, David Beazell, Co.
T84, Bimiji; Jerome Bellinger, Co. 1765, Cass Lake; Mer] Dopp, Co. 1741, Grand Maraise; Henry
Haolsapple, Ca. 4709, Deer River; Herschel Tracy, Co, 1742, Bena; did a lot of general forestry
and soil erozion work, built fish dams on the Cascade River, surveved lake heds and spent a lot of
time on Blister Rust Control work, and they pulled a lot of gouseberry bushes in the White Pine
areas.
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And in California, Bill Loehr, Co. 4739, Fouts Springs, fought fires and did reforestation
work in what is now a primitive area. Carl Lohrengel and George Wilhelm were with Co. 726,
Bridgepost, when they built Forest Service living quarters and put in water supply systems, they
were also engaged in gopher control work, Dallas Wilkerson, Co. 3780, Big Sur and Point Lobes,
busilt teails in such a way as to prevent mud slides in a state park.

In Missouri, Roy Bass, Co. 1713, Roaring River, remembers that they built fish hatcheries,
shelter houses, and restored many other features at this well known Missouri Recreation Area. Co.
1741, Mound City, built one of the finest duck and goose hunting areas in the world, The Squaw
Creek Refuge, and Robert Carrol is proud of that project as he worked on it. Jerry Copeland was
an educational adviser with Co. 3732, Mt. Vernon; the boys he had in his classes saved hundreds
of farms in the area from soil erosion. Big Springs, near Van Buren, is now a National Park and
has the largest single spring in the U.S., Co. 734 built trails and fire towers around the park and
our WACCCA Vice President, Wayne Foster, took part in the project. Al Sneller picked a lot of
pine cones for seed with Co. 732, Bosse,

In Idaho, Chapter 11 president, Llovd Nielke, was with Co. 1994 at Priest River reforesting
areas burned off in the great fires of 1910 and 1926, John Renko was also at Priest River with Co.
1353, where he personally planted 12,935 of the 551,550 trees planted in this rugged mountain
couniry. Ed Moore was Emmitt, he-can’t remember his company number, but he remembers thal
they did soil erosion work and built stone fences. Herman Drechsler was with Co. T36 when they
built the Howard Eaton Trail in Yellowstone National Park. Richard Corliss worked in supply and
recruitment with Co. 120 at Fort Devens, Mass,

John Denham was with Co. 563, Cumberland, Ky., where they built rock walls which are
standing today. Mike O Conner, Co. 2622, Drummond, Wis., in Indian Head country of northern
Wisconsin, where they stocked a lot of trout streams and lakes on the Chequamegon National
Forest. Willis Turner, Co. 2731, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, where they built rock bridges at the
fort. George Vinz, Co. 765, Boyes, Mont., developed springs and reservoirs for controlling graz-
ing, and Charles Twiss built dams at a camp near Tecumsey, Meb, Co. 1741 lived in two story
house boats on the White River near St. Charles, Ark. Harold Allen remembers that and the
huilding of lookout towers in the area.

?‘-- - ‘ A z : Y -
{i‘GC Boad Cmulruclinn crew in Mohawk Siate Forest, Connecticat 1937, Camp Towmey, 173rd Company, State
Forest Camp #2181, (Photo coniriboted by Edward Zaleski.)
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The Spirit of the CCC. Contribuied by Gordon Sorenson,

This monument {on right) was dedicated in
1937 by Company 4727, St. Paul, MN. Tt was built
entirely by CCC personnel in memory of the CCC
men who died while in the service of the CCC. The
monument is made of stones collected from every
CCC camp in the U.S, and its territories. Stones
were also contributed by the Secretary of Interior.
Also a stone From the White House was contributed
by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. This
monument stands in Phalen Park, St. Paul, Minn.,
where Chapter 33 holds a memorial service annually
with full color guard and appropriate programs,
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And are honored.

RHEREAS, ani of the sesr Sueekiaful of Prosfdest Femamklin Reomowult"a Bew
DBeal programe, the Civilian Conserestdon Corpe [CCCH, was enocoed 50 years age oo
Harch 30, 19337 and

WHEKEAE, over nloe sears che COC woversed this saclen's nugleet of fka
natural rexources, and helped end the dopprir of its hemom sopources by putbiog some
four million Foung men to work inproving milllens of Jeres of Tederal and scare lasds:
and

WHEREAS, CCOC sembors &t 2,600 cappa o oweey statuo planted Do LE11don
traom, bolle 97, 000 nilea of rodide, conutructd 3,870 Fire Eowern, centrolled sroasiom
on mare thon 20 milbicn actes, fooght fires and Floods, bullec daks, stocked £lsh,
{eprowved screoss, created parks and complng aveas, aed roclalmed Chousands of seres
ef widle lind) i

WAEREAS, Corpa eenbershlp gove 40,000 11l8pecator an epportusiiy bn leuaen
te read and welte, pawe apecizl {ob opportundtios to 225,000 World War § wetorsns and
8,050 Racive Arer ., amd addod willions of Jdollacs annually oo the descecic
ecomony 05 Corps werbers sent $25% of thelr $10 moachly povcheck hees ro Comillea) and

WHEREAS, the Stace of Wlaconaln costisuer to benufit to thiz day from
compacvasion projects sndertaken by the 000, #od From che good citlzcnship of fareer
*CCC bova," now geinfor cicizens, whoe leareed gond wock hoblta, elvic responsibllioy
ared pride ln accospllsboent during thelr yoars with tho corpe; acd

HHEREAS, masy fncmer CEG resbers are nes sesh al the Racional
aclon of Glwilian Comservation Corpa Alussi whieh is holdlng Ita acmmual co
Wigeonabn fm L323;

HiW, THEREFORE, un the 50th assdversary of ghe foundieg of ohe CCC, and In
tiom of the conecibution rode by tise CCC in reclalmlog ouf natufnl Tesesreod.
& oar econmy and restering conl fdenee ond self-veapeer to Deprows len=ora
win, dis huruhy

cugnd
bt Ed g

youth of Amecica, T, ANTHONY 5. EARL, Gowersor of the Statu of Wi
proclafm BEE3 Che

AR OF THE CINILIAN OIMSEHVATION CORFS

af .!\.p-rH In &
s Cheszesnd nine

___& .QL

THIHY 5. FARL




The signing of the Wisconsin proclamation that proclaims, *“1983, The year of the CCC in
Wisconsin.” Pictured are (left to right) Henry Haskell, Mrs. Haskell, Rep. Harvey Stoider, Gov.
Earl, Rep. Jim Holperin, Bill Brakken, and William Wolff, Jr.

{? "By +helight .- of The Siwey Moooon) But Not For Keeps

i o

Upon emtering the COC, wou are oatfitted with cloghing,
fodlet artichks and such other Individuz] squipment &2 5 Recessary.
Cartain asticles of clothing become yodar persons] properiy. As
Ikeey wwear oua through usage, while in camp, they will be replaced
by other clothing. The Army knows, throogh esperience, how
lomp such cloibing showld wear. If through peglect, you penmit
this chothing o become lost or damaged, it will ke repleced, hut
the cost of such replacement is charged &gainst your pay.

Al other individual squipment which i issued 10 you, such
s blankets, shiets, pillow cases and the like, do not becomss your
personal praperly hut ore given you to wse while you are in ihe
COC. It remains governmenl property, a5 is everything else wilkin
camp, ihe beds in which you sleep, the toals o equipment which
wou use on the job, 1B barracks bn which you live and the boaks
in vour camp library, This property, while in wour possession,
must be protected and cared for without negligence, 1f It i noa,
you are responsible far thal part of it which ks damaged or lost.
Disposing of governmenl praperly is & criminal offense and i
pumishable as sach,

Fram, "Vour OO0 Haoedbook For Exrolees’” Happy Dars
Pubitishing Cao., fnc., Warkingtan, DO fBallace Commen? —
. Walilf
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Commemoralive postal stamps honoring the S0th anniversary of the Civilian Conservation Caorps (CCC) are on sale in
post offices around the country. Above, Postmaster Richard Hickey (far right) sells some of the limited edition stamps
1o Eugene Sadus, Chicngo City Commissioner in charge of the Foresiry Department, and local residents who served in
the Corps, which was organized during the Diepression io provide jobs for young people and af the snme time improve
the environment, Purchasing stamps (from left) are Casimir Oyiegle, Clarence Sheldon, Sadus, and Cosmo Cosen-
tino.
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Eugene Schmit, Jr., president of the Wis. County Forests Assn., presents a plague to
Wisconsin Chapter 23 of the National Association of Civilian Conservation Corps Alumni., in
commemoration of the Corps® 50th anniversary and the work they accomplished on the county
forests.

The plague, together with other CCC memaorabilia, is to go on public display ai the newly
constructed CCC Museum in Rhinelander’s Pionecer Park.

The inscription on the plague reads: ““The Wisconsin County Forests Association, in an ex-
pression of gratitude for work done on county owned lands by the Civilian Conservation Corps,
presents this plague listing those accomplishments as tree planting, fire fighting, surveying, forest
mapping, park development, land and stream improvement, construction of roads, fire lanes,
bridges, ranger stations, and fire towers. The presentation of this plaque will serve as testimony to
future generations of the CCC’s meritorious achievements."
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A sincere thank you for those Chapiers thar contributed money to make this book possible:

Chapter 73
Fox Yalley, WI

Chapter 54
Waupaca, WI

Chapter 55
San Diego, CA

Chapter 62
Ellsinore, MO

Chapter 76
Calumet, IN

Chapter 42
Bloomingion, IL
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